Visit Our Official Wet

e ®rlando Times

Your Key to Florida's African-American Community

SECTION]|

B

Taylor Morrison Partners With Second Harvest Food Bank Of
Central Florida On Community Food Drive Through Dec. 20

Taylor Morrison's five communities throughout Central Florida will serve as drop off locations
for canned goods and non-perishable items now throagh Dec. 20.

Florida NAACP & Black
Caucus Wants More
Black Businesses In

Contract Mix

RLANDO - The federal
O stimulus dollars Aowing
from Washington, D.C
may be pumping up some busi-
nesses in Flonda's struggling
cconomy, but when it comes to
minority-owned companies,
change has yet to come
So wn the conclusion of “The
Starus of Black Florida,™ a thice-
diry 1ssues conference held by The
Florida Conference of Black State
Legislators
Organized by Caueus Chair-
man Senator Gary Siplin (D-Or-
lando), the initistive, began on
November 18, mcluded Flonda
NAACP Prosident Adom Obi
Nweze, who served on severnl
panels and addressed a broad
range of issues impertnt to Black
Floridiuna
Siplin  emphastsed (hat the
Caucus mission was to gather in-
formation t@ help build the agenda
fior the upcoming 2010 legislative
sestion which begins in March,
“We have to propese solutions that
will take our community to o bei-

Senator Gary Siplin

ter place. Black Floridians are dis-
proportionutely impacted in a
negative way, in every calegory
from health care to employment o
contract participation. Combine
that with the bad economy, and
there's & problem,” Siplin said
“We are nol even close o
where we need to be as partici-
panis on all levels. We will stay

focused and vigilant for the fu-
ture and our survival,”
added

The three day conference
hosted over forty experts und
state and federal government
deparument heads who felded
guestions  from  participants,
Conference panels included the
Census Plan of Action, Energy
Policy, Healthcare and Educa-
tion, Corrections and Juvenile
Justice, and Economic Ad-
vancemenis

Moty than thirty 30 Black
professionals  and
owners participated in the Eco-
nomic Advancement  forum
Secretaries and top administra-
tors from the Departments of
Corrections, Health, Juvenile
Justice, and Transportation
gave stutus reports on Black
business paricipation, which is
low. Despite stimulus revenues
pumped into the system, Black
businesses, large or small are
not included in muny of the bil-
lions of dollams in' contracty

Nwere

business

NAACP President
Adora Obl Nweze

awarded thus far.

Senator Siplin noted that the
forum resulted in a positive ex-
change and pledges of future
cooperation. But he cautioned
that both he and Nweze would
follow up on those commit-

ments  and  monitor  their
progress during the next several
montha.

REANDO - Taylor Maor-
rison s partnering with
the Second Harvest Food
Bank of Central Florids 1o provide
food and grocery products 1o the
hungry this holiday season. Tuylos
Momisom's  five  communities
throughout Central Florida will
serve s drop off focstions for
canned goods and pon-perishable
ems now through Dec. 20,
*Agencien like Second Harves:
Food Bank of Central Florida mnd
those who rely on them are in dire
need of food and other services
more than evor,” said Kristin Vck-
ovic, sales and marketing manager
for Taylor Momison North Flonida.
“We want 10 give back to the com-
Jrunities in which we build and be-
lieve that partnering with Second

Harvest {s the best way we can do
thit s year. | encourage the Or-
lando community 1o join us in this
effort and bring goods by our sales
oonten throughout the month.”

The public can bring canned
goods and non-perishable ftems dur-
ing the hours of noon 1o 6 p.m. Sun-
day and Monday and 10 am 1o &
pom. Tuesduy through Saturday to

Tayloe i five

* Saddicbrook,
siretch  Boulevard,
32724 (386) TRS-0120

* Terrncinn ut Lake Forest, 5062
Fiorella Lane, Lake Forest, F1
32771, (407) 330-2267

All goods dropped off at Taylor
Muorrison communities will be do-
nated 1o Second Harvest Food Bank
of Central Flonda whose mission is

207 Home-
Delaml, Fl

nchading
* Camage Ponte, 15524

Golden Bell Stroet, Winter Carden,
FL J4TRY, (407) 905-4674

* Clayton Crossing, 5002 Cy-
press Hranch Point, Oviedo, FL
32764, (407) 6570291

* Lake Mary Landings, 300
Canyon Stone Circle, Lake Mary,
32746, (407) 324-0620

Urwight Woward presents RETA Ceater wiit s 525,000 cheek on Decembar . His donstion will sudst in the start
up of & new an-shie learning center, Plotured fram befl 1o right; (BETA Center Preskdeat/CEO Tamml Deoley, BETA
Board Chabrman Walter Hawking, RETA Center Director of Development Liss Blackwebder, Dwight Howard, Orange
Cousty Cammlbsslaner DI Segal, Ovlands Magle Director of Community Retations Karl Conley)

PHOTO CREDIT Gary Bassbog, Orlands Magle

1o distribute food and grocery prod-
ucts to hungry people and 1o educate
the public about the causes and pos-
sible solutions to problems of do-
mestic ‘hunger. The organtzation
donates food 1o more than 500 part-
ners in wix Central Florida counties
More information  sbout
Harvemt Food Bank of Central
Flonda i available st www.food
bankcentralflorida.org

Second

Drwight Moward poses with same
of his biggest fams o1 the BETA Cen-
tor. Howard presented BETA with »

325,080 check an December 1. His

donatian will sasist in the start up of
& new on-site learning center,
FHOTO CREDIT Gary Naning,
Oriando Magle

Orlando Magic’s Dwight Howard Gives Back
* % k% Ak To Central Florida o4

Howards’ latest recipient, the BETA Center

RLANDAO - This was cer-
tainly & first for Dwight
Howard - getting kicked as

b was giving out an autograph - bt
there was nothing malicious aboul
thie shot the Orlando Magic's siper-
star conler ook

1 think be's kind of teklish,”
Howard suid with & chuckle os he
signed the aneste outfit of stx-month-
old Jayden. "My pen is tickling his
ribw.

Howard gave plenty of auto-
gruphs on Thursday and took dozens
of pictures with fans big and small at
Orlando’s BETA Center. The BETA
Center program provides middle
school and high school scademic
trnining o teen moms throughouwt the
Omnge County School System’s Al
ternative Education Program. The
center provides tutoring to leen
mothers so they can stay on tack m
and future eod

goals,

Howand, the winner of the Rich
and Helen DeVos Community En-
richment Award each of the past
three yoars, donated $25,000 1o the

BETA Center from the DeVos Foun-
dation, The remaining 525,000 from
Howard's 2009 win of the Commu.
uity Enrichment Award will be do-
nsted to the Blesaings in a Backpack
program

Howard suud on Thursday that
BETA Center was o couse near and
dear 1o his heart because he's soen
through the years how tecn mothers
we  sometimes  trosted.  When
Howand heard sbow the program that
helps young mothers stay in school,
he jumnped at the chance to get in-
volved

“Trying to help these young
teens means a lot 1o me Anyway |
cun be of service, 1'm happy 1o do
" Howard sald *'} don't know
what it's like 1o go through some-
thing like this, but | have seen how
people have treated teen mothers and
I'm just glad that they bave a greal
place 16 come to like the BETA Cen-
ter. They get their education and can
bbe mround other girls who are preg-
nant with small kids, 1t's a great
thing.""

And it's certainly a great thing

what Howard has done in ihe Or-
lando community. He was awarded
the NBA Cares Commmumity Assist
Award for November because of his
work s Florida Howpital Howard
helped 10 create 8 wate-of-the-art
game oom designed for teenage pa-
thents ut Florids Hospital for Chil-
dren, As part of his "~ 'Dwight
Howasd's Big Change for Kids" pro-
grmm, Howard provided an initial
530,000 1o fund the new room, which
will feature the latest in videogame
technology, movies, board gnes,
and education resoarces to provide
young patienty undergoing difficult
medical trestment with a place w0
el and have fim

Howard aaid he made & protmise
to himmself when be wis selected firn
averall in the 2004 NBA Draft by the
Maghe that he would do whatever he
could 10 give back o the Ordando
comumnity, And Howard saw the
$25,000 gift 1o the BETA Center ana
small ioken for all the support he's
gotten (tom Magic fns,

“That's just me, whatever | can
do o help smybody that's what I'm

willing to do,” Howard said. "'T've
been blossed with everything in life
and [ don"t need anything. Buot | can
always give back o other people, e
pecially people who really need it.”

“For me, it's just about putting a
smile on other people’s faces and it
makes me happicr shout myself and
where | am in my life doing stadl like
this. ™

Howard certainly put & smile on
the face of severnl infant children on
Thirsday. He took one haby, nick-
named Cupcake, into his massive
arros and asked if she wanted to go
home with him. He bumped fsts
with one 3-year-old boy and he
tught 2year-ald Masiab Hlount
how 10 chant, *"Dee-fense! Dec-
fenag!™

Christy Blount, Masish's 19-
year-old mother, was in awe of
Howard and said what he was doing
for athers shoubd be lunded

“It's so exciting just getting o
meet hum,"” Chosty ssid. 1% & re-
ally great thing be's doing, helping
the girls here atthe center, [t really.
means & lot to & ot of people here "

Women’s Dreams Come True, _Land Jobs Through BCC Aerospace



